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(57) Abstract: A service provides an automated and customized activity report that draws event information obtained from event 
promoters according to user specified event preferences. The report can be automatically delivered to the user. 
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ACTIVITY REPORT GENERATION 

Background : 

10 The present invention is generally related to a process of developing calendar 

entries and more particularly related to the process of generating and scheduling a 
personal activity report drawing from many disparate events independently offered by 
event promoters. 

We live in a society with rich sources of entertainment ranging, from local 
15 events in our towns, to regional events in nearby locations, to national events 

generally distributed through broadcast, satellite, or Internet channels- Unfortunately, 
the experience of discovering and scheduling these sources is not nearly as rich. Each 
source has its own way of advertising and presenting its offerings. One must look in 
one place to discover what is on TV tonight, another for what is playing at the local 
20 movie theater, and yet another for who is the guest host in a specific Intemet chat 
room. In addition, mixed in with the events of interest are those one could not care 
about in the least. 

Most people have had the experience of manually making their plans for the 
next day, week, month, etc. on calendar or personal organizer. The spread of 

25 computers and small electronic organizers have automated and simplified the 

calendaring process. Wamings of impending activities and schedule conflicts are 
regularly provided by these processor-based devices. 

Others have augmented the automated features by providing a schedule 
dissemination capability. A user can create a personal schedule and publish the 

30 schedule for others — perhaps others in a coordinated work group — to add other items 
to the schedule or to suggest a better schedule altogether. Further, others have 
compiled a proprietary data base of events from which the user, as a subscriber to the 
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data base, can peruse and manually select those events of interest to the user and add 
the event to the user's personal calendar. 

These methods have satisfied many users in the past. However, the emergence 
of a widespread network, the Internet, with a broad availability of information, has not 
5 been sufficiently tapped for this information. Moreover, smce the information 

available there is kept in a multitude of different formats, it would be useful to have 
an automated process of obtaining just the pertinent information in a convenient and 
personalized form. Thus, it would be desirable to obtain automated calendaring and 
event identification suited to the desires of the user and matched to the offerings of 
10 event promoters, and provided in an automated fashion to the user. 

Summary of the Invention ; 

The present invention encompasses the providing of a report of desired 
activities to a user and includes the acceptance of an event request list firom the user. 
15 Scheduled events that correspond to entries in the accepted event request list and 
event data are obtained firom event promoters. The event data is reformatted and 
delivered as a report to the user, the report including reformatted event data from at 
least two promoters. 

20 Brief Description of the Drawings ; 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a communication arrangement which may be 
employed by the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an Activity Guide report which may be employed in the present 
invention. 

25 . FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an Activity Reference Guide service which may be 

employed in the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a User Profile - Interest Sheet which may be employed in the present 
invention. 

FIG. 5 is a print format selection document which may be employed in the 
30 present invention. 

FIG. 6 is an altemative Activity Guide report which may be employed in the 
present invention. 
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FIG. 7 A is a process of obtaining promoters* events which may be employed 
in the present invention. 

FIG. 7B is a process of obtaining service provider events, which may be 
employed in the present invention. 

FIG. 7C is an alternative process of obtaining promoter's events, which may be 
used in the present invention. 

FIG. 8 is a Traveling User Profile - Interest Sheet which may be employed in 
the present invention. 

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a traveling report option to the Activity Reference 
Guide service flowchart of FIG. 3. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments : 

The present invention encompasses an Activity Reference Guide service and 
report that automatically combines information from a multiplicity of recognizable 
entertainment sources present on a widespread network, filters the information for the 
preferences of the individual user, and formats the information into a single timely 
publication for automated printing or real-time viewing with subsequent printing if 
desired. It is a feature of the present invention that the user does not have to be 
involved with each individual selection of an event; the present invention includes a 
process of going to the network, or a collection of event infonnation entered by a 
plurality of event promoters, on the user's behalf and finding the events of interest to 
the user based upon the user's previously entered preferences. It should be 
recognized that the present invention includes not only an automated to-do list but, 
also provides a presentation of competing activities and events (both in time and 
place) presorted by user preferences and subject to user bilateral prioritization. 

A block diagram of a communication arrangement that may employ the 
present invention is shown in FIG. 1 . The communication arrangement depicted 
should not be construed to be a snapshot of communications at any given instant, 
rather, as an on-going series of communication links that is advantageous to the 
present invention. It is recognized that a variety of interconnections are possible in 
the practice of the present invention; an interconnection that is believed most likely 
for a typical family is shown. The apparatus imder direct control of the user, a 
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computer installation, is depicted as installation 101. Included in the installation 101 
is a conventional computer 103 and associated memory 105, which can perform 
unique processes at the behest of the user. The user interacts with the computer 103 
via user interfaces 107, including a video display, keyboard, mouse, printer, and the 
5 like. The computer may couple to the network 109, typically the Intemet, by way of 
an interconnect device 111 and a public or private communication link 1 13. Of 
course, the configuration depicted in FIG. 1 is only one example of an arrangement 
that can be used in obtaining the benefit of the present invention. Other 
configurations include the use of PDA's, television set-top interfaces, advanced 
10 interactive game controllers, and other wireless or PC-less "off-ramps" as possible 
user installations. 

In a first embodiment of the present invention, a multitude of event promoters, 
for example Event Promoter A 1 15, Event Promoter B 1 17, and Event Promoter C 
119, are coupled to the network 109. Each event promoter creates an interesting 

15 display, a web page, that is expected to appeal to real time (virtual) visitors to their 
web page. Thus each web page appears different to the visitor, but the information 
such as text, etc., is supplied in a reasonably consistent format (e.g. HTML) that can 
be extracted for fiirfher uses. Promoters of scheduled events or activities or programs 
regularly identify the event, as well as the time and location of the event, in their web 

20 page. 

The term "event promoter" is used herein to generally define an entity that 
provides an activity or event and advertises or otherwise makes the event known. The 
meaning need not be taken so narrowly, however, since it is expected that some 
entities will aggregate activities and/or events (for example a television cable service) 

25 and offer aggregated activities and events to consumers. Such an aggregator is shown 
in FIG. 1 as service provider 120. The service provider 120 is likely to display the 
aggregated services via the network 1 09 and be accessible by the Activity Reference 
Guide service site 121 through this medium. In an alternative embodiment, the 
service provider 120 will have a direct link 124 to the Activity Reference Guide 

30 service site 121 in order to provide information directly to the Activity Reference 

Guide service. An event promoter may also be an individual who is not a commercial 
enterprise. Both an event promoter and a service provider provide information to the 
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Activity Reference Guide service on their own volition. This is commonly known as 
a "push" distribution. 

The Activity Reference Guide service site 121 of a first embodiment of the 
present invention is coupled to the network and is capable of searching for event 
5 promoters having a presence on the network, a commonly known "pull" distribution 
of information. Information extracted from event promoters is kept in a memory 
storage 123 database including the following information that is, in the preferred 
embodiment, saved in XML format: a) when the event is scheduled to occur, b) the 
type of event that is to occur, c) the venue/location of the event, d) a freeform 

10 description of the event and other miscellaneous information, e) an expiration date, f) 
an archival date, and g) contact information. It is expected that a record of the 
occurrence of some events will have archival value, for example, to enable the user to 
predict future events such as an annual return of the event. For this reason, some 
events are retained in the database even after they occur for a period of time that can 

15 be set as the archival date. An additional feature is that of providing the user the 
opportunity to obtain tickets to the promoter's event by accessing the contact 
information field of the stored information. Included in this field, at the promoter's 
and system operator's option, is an "event plus code", which can be used by the user 
to obtain even more information and order tickets. While the exact nature of the 

20 contact information is left to the promoter's individual preferences, the system of the 
present invention also provides the capacity for linking to sites where the tickets can 
be purchased via the network. One way of easily accomplishing this is to provide an 
event plus code. Moreover, an advanced feature of the present invention provides that 
the user can set an instruction (i.e. an option) for tickets to be purchased automatically 

25 (when the user provides prepayment authorization and certain other time and place 
restrictions) even before the event is posted by the event promoter. Ticket ordering 
priority among multiple users can be established by FIFO ranking or by a premium 
user status created by charging a surcharge to the user desiring such status. The 
Activity Reference Guide service site 121 is expected to be accessed by a user via the 

30 network 109 but may altematively have a more direct, or separate, path 122 coupling 
to the user's installation 101. A preferred embodiment provides for user modulation 
of the information being collected on his behalf. The user can establish a standing 
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order that no activities/events are to be reported for a particular time or date. For 
example, the user does not want any events reported for the evening hours of the third 
Thursday of every month. These houi'S for this day every month are blacked out for 
this user and no events are reported by the system. The user can also provide a one- 

5 time blackout day/time during which the system will not report events/activities. Of 
course, the user may use the system to schedule the user's own hxmian-selected 
calendar of events into the report and may elect to either prevent system-found events 
from being reported during the human-selected calendar or to report the found events 
as alternatives to the human-selected events. The report, then, can be a calendar of 

10 events that are a plan of activities to be followed for the term of the report, or a 

calendar of event alternatives which may be selected-firom as the user lives the time 
period covered by the term of the report, or an amalgam of both. The user interaction 
with the system for the foregoing is expected to occur via the link 113 or the direct 
path 122. 

15 In the commercial operation of the service, the user makes the necessary 

arrangements with the Activity Reference Guide service proprietor for the service of 
an Activity Reference Guide report to be provided. While a subscription-based 
service is the most apparent technique of compensation to the proprietor, other types, 
such as payment by the event promoters and third party sponsors of the event, or 

20 unrelated national, regional, or community based advertising may also be integrated 
into the service. 

In a preferred embodiment, the Activity Reference Guide service offers a 
plurality of report templates for the user's selection of a preferred means of publishing 
the user's activity list, one of which is shown in FIG. 2. Alternatively, the user can be 

25 given the capability of designing a report format that is favored by the user. The 
report of FIG. 2, as customized by an exemplary Mary Johnson, is a report of 
entertainment available in her community on Tuesday and extends from the evening 
hours of 7:00 PM until 11:30 PM. In order to obtain the information, Mary Johnson 
would have responded to Activity Reference Guide service queries about the type of 

30 activity of interest by responding: "televised movies, movie theaters, legitimate 
theatre, and web broadcasts"; to the time of events as "7:00 PM to 1 1:30 PM 
Tuesday"; and to the geographic location as a preferred zip code. The basic 
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parameters are thus established for Mary Johnson's customized report. Mary Johnson 
is also asked how she would like the report presented to her. In the preferred 
embodiment, the optimum method is that an automatic delivery of the report by way 
of the printer element of the user interfaces 107. A print schedule is requested of 
5 Mary Johnson and her answers are stored at the Activity Reference Guide service site 
121,123. When the schedule indicates the report document should be printed, the 
report document is automatically transmitted to the printer without human 
intervention. The printer automatically prints the report document, again without 
human intervention being required in the process. Such an automated delivery system 

10 is described in U.S. Patent No. 09/325, 040 filed on behalf of Jon A. Brewster et al. 
on June 7, 1999, titled "Document Delivery System for Automatically Printing a 
Document on a Printing Device". Alternatively, the report document could be printed 
at the user's specific request or be displayed on the video monitor at the user's request 
or be displayed at a specific designated time. 

15 The process is illustrated in the flowchart of FIG. 3. At the time the Activity 

Reference Guide service is set up for the user and at other times initiated by the user, 
the user is requested to provide user report customization preferences, at 301 . A user 
profile-interest sheet is provided to the user — preferably via the network 109 and user 
installation 101. An example of such a user profile-interest sheet is shown in FIG. 4. 

20 The user enters the types of activities of interest to the user, at 303 (FIG. 3), the time 
over which the activities and events should be calendared, at 305, and over what 
geographical range the activities and events can be distributed while still being of 
mterest to the user, at 307. The user, in an altemative embodiment, may 
predeterminedly decide upon a priority of events should there be a schedule conflict, 

25 at 309. The user is also provided a selection of report formats (see FIG. 5) into which 
the Activity Reference Guide service will provide the information, at 3 1 1 . Thus, the 
user is asked for the type of events the user wants in the report. Further, the style of 
the Activity Reference Guide report (calendar, classified event, etc.) and the period 
over which it is to mn (daily, weekly, etc) is requested in addition to other formatting 

30 requests. (One example of a report fomiat was illustrated in FIG. 2, Another 

example, shown in FIG. 6, is more conversational in tone and provides advertising 
space for the altemative compensation implementation). Additionally, the user selects 
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the time or times the report is to be delivered to the user. Once the user has made the 
necessary selections, the profiling and preference steps of blocks 301-3 11 are 
complete and the user profile-interest sheet is returned to the Activity Reference 
Guide service where the user's responses are parsed into separately usefiil groupings, 
5 at 103. 

In accordance with the user's selected delivery time, the Activity Reference 
Guide service obtains, at 3 15, all of the activities and events information that have 
been made available, by push or pull distribution and user modulation, to the 
Activities Reference Guide service. In a first embodiment, each event promoter 

10 voluntarily contributes event infonnation (time, place, event summary, etc.) to a 

stored database in memory at the Activities Reference Guide service site. It should be 
noted that it is the responsibility of the promoter to get the event into the stored 
database and it is preferred that insertion into the database is accomplished via the 
network. Typically, this process is regarded as a promoter "push" process. In this 

15 embodiment, the central database contains all possible activities, which have been 
accepted from a variety of promoters — local, regional, and national. Some potential 
types of information are TV listings (broadcast, cable, satellite, pay-per-view), movie 
theater listings, Internet activities (presentations and broadcasts, chat room guests, 
online gaming), sporting events (local, regional, and national), cultural events, and 

20 local events (plays, concerts, presentations, conventions). Information about an event 
is received into the database from the promoter, in a preferred embodiment, a limited 
amount of time before an event is scheduled (to avoid speculative event scheduling by 
overeager promoters) and as late as while the event is actually occurring. Periodically, 
the system of the present invention culls the database for stale (already performed) 

25 events based upon the stored expiration and archival dates. In the preferred 

embodiment, a recognition of different types of events is made and the archival dates 
are respected or modified for a planned history retention of past events. Stale event 
information, which is not determined to have a need for archiving or which has passed 
its archival date, is deleted fiom the database. 

30 The data is categorized and cross-referenced numerous ways to match users' 

interests. For example, television stations are tracked across the nation and children's 
activities are broken down into educational and entertainment. Using the user's 
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profile, the service selects activities that might be of interest. The previously 
mentioned event plus code, entered by the promoter (or the system operator) into the 
contact field, is to be used by the user to obtain tickets or additional information. If 
the user is coimected to the service, merely clicking on the event plus code will 
5 further connect the user with the promoter or a service authorized by the promoter to 
provide augmented service to the user. If the user is not on-line, the event plus code 
can be obtained from the printed report and the user can telephone in to an answering 
service for further service. 

Due to the unique and dynamic scheduling for each user, each day's events are 
10 most likely novel for the user. A selection of "of interest" items in an altemative 
embodiment are displayed on a cover page that accompanies the report. These "of 
interest" items could include, but would not be limited to, activities outside the user^s 
specified timeframe, or activities that occur outside of the user's selected zip code 
location. 

15 In a second embodiment, the Activities Reference Guide service searches the 

individual promoters' web pages via the network and pulls in data from those pages 
which have information meeting the profile established by the user. The process 
employed in this second embodiment is shown in the flowchart FIG. 7A. 

In order to obtain promoters' events 315, the Activities Reference Guide 

20 service establishes, at 701, search criteria for the pages available to the network, 
which are based upon the groupings passed from the user's preferences. A web 
searching agent (a ''bot") searches the network for web sites meeting the established 
criteria, at 703. Upon finding a "hit", the web page information (but not necessarily 
the formatting) is downloaded to the Activities Reference Guide service site memory. 

25 This search and download continues, at 705, until the web page possibilities are 

exhausted. At the user's or the Activities Reference Guide's option, a compatibility 
filter screens out inappropriate lists or information, at 707, before completing the 
event obtaining task. 

A service provider, which generally offers a compilation of events such as 

30 television listings, movie theatre listings, pro sports events, and the like, can push the 
event data to the Activity Reference Guide service as shown in FIG. 7B. Data is fed, 
usually by the network but alternatively via an independent connection, from the 
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service provider to the Activity Reference Guide service site at 715. An input filter at 
the Activity Reference Guide service site translates the service provider data, which 
can be conventional database record format, XML tagged files, common separated 
fields, and the like, to the chosen Activity Reference Guide database formats and 
5 inserts the translated data into memory, at 717. 

The event promoter can also push the event to the Activity Reference Guide 
service, as shown in the flowchart of FIG. 7C. As briefly mentioned before, the 
promoter can be an individual who wants to publicize an event, perhaps a non- 
commercial activity to which the general public is invited. One of the benefits of the 

10 present invention is that modestly fimded events can be widely pubhcized to those 
having interest in the event. The promoter goes to the Activity Reference Guide 
service publishing web site, at 725. If the promoter is not already a registered entity 
at the Activity Reference Guide service site, a registration is required, in the preferred 
embodiment, at 727. The promoter may then create an event entry or edit an already 

15 existing event, at 729. An entry or edit changes the event information, for example, 
the name of the event, the type of event, contact information, ticket information, and 
similar data, at 73 1 . If the promoter is satisfied, the promoter positively confirms the 
creation of a new event record or positively confirms the changing of an existmg 
event record, at 733. The Activity Reference Guide service analyzes the new/changed 

20 record, at 735, to see if it should be further reviewed by a human. The successfixl 
record is then added to the record database, at 737. 

If the Activities Reference Guide service depends upon advertisement for 
compensation, ads are prepared and formatted for insertion mto the report, at 317. 
The stored event information is reformatted, at 319, into a format compatible with the 

25 user's report layout and a sort by time, geography, and priority is made to place the 
information into the report, at 321 . In a preferred embodiment, it is the user's 
preference that establishes the priority of the sort, but altemative embodiments would 
use alphanumeric character priority or paid promotional fees to establish priority. As 
described above, the user may modulate the information being reported. This may 

30 occur at block 322 during the report formatting and delivery stage. Finally, at the 
appropriate time, a customized report is delivered in a preferred embodiment, to the 
user's printer, at 323. Alternatively, the report can be viewed on a video monitor. 
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television screen, PDA-style device, or other human-perceptible means. The user 
may also request a report on-demand. 

An optional feature to the Activities Reference Guide service is that of travel 
support. Since the activity guide is processed using a zip code, travelers can 
5 determine activities at their destinations before arriving there. To support this, the 
Activities Reference Guide service covers an altemate zip code and has different 
preferences than the "Home" profile. One example is shown in the Traveling user 
profile -interest sheet of FIG. 8. This profile sheet allows the user to select alternative 
activities (without affecting the Home profile), the zip code of the traveled-to 
10 destination (or zip codes of concatenated destinations for the user making many stops 
while traveling), the dates of travel, and when the "travel-version" of the report is to 
be printed. Thus, the user identifies the requirement for a travel version as part of the 
user's response to the customization request from the Activities Reference Guide 
service. 

15 When the time specified by the user for report delivery is reached and before 

the promoter's events are obtained, a determination of whether there has been a travel 
version request is made. A flowchart of this process is shown in FIG. 9 and the step 
of recognizing delivery time 901 follows the step of parsing the list into known 
groupings, 313. It should be understood that an unscheduled amount of time could 

20 pass between step 313 and step 901, since the user is given control over when the 

delivery of the report is to take place. Once the recognition of a time to deliver report 
has been made at step 903. If a travel request has been made, the travel profile 
established by the user is employed, at step 905, to select and sort and calendar the 
selected activities and events which are obtained at step 315. If no travel request has 

25 been made, the standard user profile is used, at step 907. Once the events have been 
obtained, the remainder of the report delivery process is undertaken. 

Similar to the travel support report, a household multiple profile option is 
available as an option to the preferred embodiment. The household, itself, is already 
identified by zip code and preferences stored by the user. Individual members of the 

30 household can save their individual preferences for activities and events imder the 
umbrella household preferences. Of course, individual reports for the members will 
be generated, if that is the desire of the user. Of more value is the ability of the 
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system to mix and merge scheduled activities and blackout times of the individual 
members so that scheduled events that occur in non-blackout times of two or more of 
the individuals can be highlighted. Thus, an active family can readily identify an 
event of interest to a child in the family that occurs at a time when other events for the 
5 adults are not pressing, and attention can be devoted to the child and the child's 
chosen event. 

Thus, a service that provides an automated activities schedule and calendar 
that gives a user personalized event listing has been described. Such an automated 
calendaring vehicle accepts user preferences, accepts event promoters' offerings - by 
10 pull or push methods - and automatically a customized activity report delivered to the 
user. 

I claim: 
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Claims : 

1 . A method of providing a report of desired activities, comprising the steps 

of: 

accepting an event request list from a user; 
5 searching network sites for scheduled events that correspond to entries in said 

accepted event request Hst; 

obtaining event data from said corresponding network sites; 
reformatting said event data; and 

dehvering a report to said user, said report including reformatted event data 
10 from at least two sites of said corresponding network sites. 

2. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 1 
ftirther comprising the step of accepting a user preferred technique of dehvering said 
report. 

15 

3. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 2 
wherein said step of accepting a user preferred format ftirther comprises the step of 
defining said report format. 

20 4. A method of providing a report in accordaace with the method of claim 1 

ftirther comprises the step of accepting an indication of a geographic location from 
said user. 

5. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 4 
25 ftirther comprising the step of limiting the searching of network sites to those having 
events occurring within a predetermined distance from said geographic location. 



30 



6. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 1 
ftirther comprising the step of accepting at least one user profile from said user. 
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7. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 6 
wherein said step of accepting at least one user profile further comprises the step of 
accepting profiles fi'om at least two members of a household. 

8. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 6 
wherein said step of accepting at least one user profile further comprises the steps of 
accepting from said user a characterization of said user's desired events and a time 
period over which said desired events are to be scheduled. 

9. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 6 
wherein said step of accepting at least one user profile further comprises the step of 
accepting from said user a time at which said report is to be delivered to said user. 

10. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 1 

further comprising the step of incorporating advertising into said reformatted event 
data. 

11. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 1 
further comprising the step of accepting user modulation of events of said reformatted 
event data. 

12. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 1 1 
wherein said step of accepting user modulation further comprises the step of accepting 
a user ticket purchase request. 

13. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 1 
further comprising the step of storing said obtained event data. 

14. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 13 
herein said step of obtaining event data further comprises the steps of obtaining an 
expiration date for the event and removing said event data from storage following said 
expiration date. 
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15. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 13 
herein said step of obtaining event data further comprises the steps of obtaining an 
archival date for the event, maintaining said event data in storage after said event 

5 occurs, and removing said event data from storage following said archival date. 

16. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 1 
wherein the step of obtaining event data fiirther comprises the step of obtaining 
contact information. 

10 17. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 16 

wherein said step of accepting an event request list further comprises the step of 
accepting a ticket purchase request. 

18. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 17 

15 wherein said step of accepting a ticket purchase request further comprises the step of 
accepting a user's option to purchase event tickets in advance of the step of obtaining 
event data. 

19. A method of providing a report of desired activities, comprising the steps 

20 of: 

accepting an event request list from a user; 

accepting information for scheduled events entered by a plurality of event 
promoters; 

selecting at least two scheduled events that correspond to said accepted event 
25 request list; 

reformatting said information of said selected scheduled events; and 
delivering a report to said user, said report including said reformatted 
scheduled event information. 

30 20. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 19 

further comprising the step of accepting a user preferred technique of delivering said 
report. 
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21. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 19 
wherein said step of accepting a user preferred format further comprises the step of 
defining said report format. 

5 

22. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 18 
further comprises the step of accepting an indication of a geographic location firom 
said user. 

10 23 . A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 22 

further comprising the step of limiting the reporting of events to the user to those 
events occurring within a predetermined distance from said geographic location. 

24. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 19 

15 further comprising the step of accepting at least one user profile from said user. 

25. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 24 
wherein said step of accepting at least one user profile further comprises the step of 
accepting profiles from at least two members of a household. 

20 

26. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 24 
wherein said step of accepting at least one user profile further comprises the steps of 
accepting from said user a characterization of said user's desired events and a time 
period over which said desired events are to be scheduled. 

25 

27. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 24 
wherein said step of accepting at least one user profile further comprises the step of 
accepting from said user a time at which said report is to be delivered to said user. 

30 28. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 19 

further comprising the step of incorporating advertising into said reformatted event 
data. 
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29. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 19 
further comprising the step of accepting user modulation of events of said reformatted 
event data. 

30. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 29 
wherein said step of accepting user modulation further comprises the step of accepting 
a user ticket request. 

31. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 19 
further comprising the step of storing said obtained event data. 

32. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 3 1 
wherein said step of obtaining event data further comprises the steps of obtaining an 
expiration date for the event and removing said event data from storage following said 
expiration date. 

33. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 3 1 
wherein said step of obtaming event data further comprises the steps of obtaining an 
archival date for the event, maintaining said event data in storage after said event 

occurs, and removing said event data from storage following said archival date. 

34. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 19 
further comprising the steps of obtaining an expiration date for the event and limiting 
acceptance of said scheduled event information to a predetermined amount of time 
before said expiration date. 

35. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 19 
wherein the step of accepting information for scheduled events fiirther comprises the 
step of accepting contact information. 
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36, A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 35 
wherein said step of accepting an event request hst further comprises the step of 
accepting a ticket purchase request. 

5 37. A method of providing a report in accordance with the method of claim 36 

wherein said step of accepting a ticket purchase request further comprises the step of 
accepting a user's option to purchase event tickets in accordance of the step of 
accepting information for scheduled events. 
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Mary Joh nson's Activity Guide for Tuesday 





Evening (PM) 




















7:00 PM 


7:30 PM 


8:00 PM 


8:30 PM 


9:00 PM 


9:30 
PM 


10:00 
PM 


10:30 
PM 


11:00 
PM 


Television 


ABC 2 


Jeopardy! 


Wheel 
of 

Fortune 


Spin City - 
The 

Doorman 
Always 
Rings 
Twice 


Dharma & 

Greg- 

Spn'ng 

Forward, 

Fall Down 

(rerun) 


Dharma 

&Greg- 

Lawyers, 

Beer 

and 

Money 


Spin 

City- 

James 

and the 

Giant 

Speech 


Barbara Waiters 
Presents the 10 
Most Fascinating 
People of 1999 


KEZ! 
News at 
11 


CBS 13 


Jeopandy! 


EXTRA 


JAG - Mishap 


60 Minutes 1) 


Judging Amy - 
Crowded House 


Channel 
2 News 
at IIP 


Pay- 
Per- 
View 


The Matrix - A computer hacker joins forces with rebel warriors 
to battle a malevolent cyberintelligence. Keanu Reeves, 
Laurence Rshburne, Canie-Anne Moss. Note: Adult Situations, 
Language, Violence. CO. Stereo 










Local Activities 


Ninth 


Sleepy Hollow 


Sleepy Hollow 


Street 
Cinema 


(7:10) The World is Not Enough 


(9:50 - midnight») The World is Not 
Enough 


World 


{« 5:10-8:10) The Insider 


(8:45-11:45) The insider 




(«5:20 - 8:20) The Messenger 


(midnight») The Messenger 


Albany 

Civic 

Theater 






(8:15) Return to the Forbidden P\anet 






Web Broadcasts 


NASA 


NASA-TV History File 
Rebroadcast - 
Spacezone's audio 
coverage of NTVs 
rebroadcast look at the 
early years of NASA and 
replays of more recent 
events 






NASA-TV Video 
File Rebroadcast - 
Spacezone's audio 
coverage of NTVs 
rebroadcast of the 
daily description of 
Agency events 


NASA-TV/ History 
File Rebroadcast - 
Spacezone's audio 
coverage of NTVs 
rebroadcast look at 
the eariy years of 
NASA and replays 
of more recent 
events 




ZDNet 


Lowe)) Ponte 
At Large - 
Lowell Ponte 
discusses 
issues 
involving 
science and 
technology 




ZDIV 
News - 
News for 
the 

computing 
and the 
Internet 
Industries 


Siiicon 

Spin - 

Computing 

and the 

Internet 

from 

ZDTV 













Fig. 2 
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301 



303 



305 



307 



309 



311 



313 



315 



317 



319 



Provide User 
Customization Request 




Accept Time & Date 
Range From User 



I 



Accept Geographic 
Range From User 



Accept Event 
Priority Ranking 



Accept Report Format, 
Delivery Time User 
Preferences, & Mechanism 
of Delivery to Off-Ramp 



Parse List Into Known 
Groupings 



Obtain Promoter's Events 
(Gather Events for User) 



I 



Insert Ads (Optional) 



Event Data Reformatted to 
User's Customization Preferences 



321 



Sort For Time/ Date/ 
Location/ Priority 



322 



User Modulates 
Events/ Activities 



323 



Customized Report Delivered 
to User's Off-Ramp 



Fig. 3 
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User Profile - Interest Sheet 



1 .What is your Zip Code? All 9 digits Please. 
2. Are you interested in local activities? 

a. Local community Theater? 

b. live Music? 
aLocal Clubs? 
d. Local Movies? 



□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 



4. Are you Interested in Sporting Events? 

If yes, what geographical radius, (in mites) 
woM you like to cover? 

a. Hrgh School? 
radius? 



b. Colfege? 
radius? 



c. Professional? 
radius? 



□ 



5. Are you interested in web telecasts? 



□ 
□ 



3. Are you interested in children's activities? 
Which Hours would you like to designate? 



Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 

Sunday 



1 












































1 
1 


1 

• r 






































1 






■ 

* 


1 

t 




































1 

1 
• 






■ < 

• 

1 


♦ 
\ 




































I 

1 






i 
1 

> 


1 

i 




































1 






1 






































\ 






1 


. 1 

4 




































I 
t 

1 






1 

! 



6*. Specific Television Infomiation 

a. What are the specific television you are interested in? #1. 



..#3 



b. Are there types of movies that you would like information on that fail 
oulade your designsrted time frame? 

i. Drama? 

ii. Romance? 

iii. Action? 

iv. Comedy? 



a Are there any sports teams that you would like to have a schedule for? #1 



, #5 



.#3 



7-** When travelinQ. consi der having a lcx:aJ activftv guide for vour destination. (This hyperlink 
takes you to another. similar page) 



..#5. 



Fig. 4 



> 
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SELECT THE TYPE OF EVENTS YOU WANT INCLUDED IN YOUR PRINTED 
ACTIVITY GUIDE 

□ MY TV CHANNELS □ MY RESTAURANTS □ MY MOVIE THEATRES 

□ MY PRO SPORTS TEAM □ MY COLLEGE SPORTS TEAMS 

STYLE OF ACTIVITY REFERENCE GUIDE 

□ CALENDAR □ CATEGORY 

m 

DELIVERY TIMES 

□ DAILY □ WEEKLY □ MONTHLY 

INCLUDE EVENT DESCRIPTIONS FOR EACH EVENT? 

□ YES □ NO 

PAGE LAYOUT 

□ VERTICAL □ HORIZONTAL 

DOUBLE SIDED PRINTING? 

□ YES □ NO 



Fig. 5 
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Dates: 12/6-12/12 



MOVIES: 

How the Gtinch Stole Christmas 12/8 7PM ABC 

Forrest Gump 12/7 8PM, 12/12 3AM NBC 

The Santa Glaus 12/10 8PM CBS 

The Great Train Robbery 12/11 11PM FOX 

Copycat 12/7 10PM, 12/9 4AM FX 

Dead Poet's Society 12/12 8PM NBC 

The Hunt for Red October 12/10 7PM ABC 

Fargo 12/6 9PM, 12/10 11PM CBS 

The Breakfast Club 12/8 7PM FOX 



CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES: 

Santa Downtown Dally 'til Dec. 24th 

Pictures with Santa and his Reindeer 12/8-12/17 3PM-9PM 

(Fred Meyers parking lot, 1620 NW Kings) 
Make an ornament for your relatives 12/9 3PM {Senior Center) 
TV: Bill Nye the Science Guy 3PM Daily PBS 




MOVIES OF POTENTIAL INTEREST: 

Airplane 12/8 SAM ABC 

The Jerk 12/8 11AM, 12/12 4PM 



LOCAL COMMUNITY THEATER: 

The Fallen Angel Choir 12/7,12/8 7PM (Majestic Theater) 
The Nutcracker 12/8-12/1 1 7PM (LaSailes Stewart Center) 
Frosty the Snowman 12/9-12/19 (Albany Civic) 



r Extended Beanery Hours 

to acoomnrKxJate those long shopping hours 



SPORTS: 

Bears vs. Broncos 12/12 10AM ABC 
SeaHawks vs. Rams 12/12 12PM ABC 
OSU vs. UCLA 12/11 ESPN 



160 SW 2nd. Street 



Fig. 6 



PCT/USO 1/12564 



7/11 



315 



I 
I 
I 

1 



Establish Search Criteria 
Based on Site Groupings 
From Parsed User List 



System Agent 
Searches Network With 
Search Criteria 



Download Web Page 
Information From All Pages 

Search Criteria 



Compatibilit/ Filter 
Screens Inappropriate Hits 



Fig. 7A 
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715 



Data From Service Provider 
Transferred to Activity 
Reference Guide 



717 



input Fiiter Translates 
Provider Data into Activity 

Reference Guide Database 
Format and inserts into 
Database of Events 



Fig. 7B 
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725 



Promoter Goes to 
Activity Reference Guide 
Publisher Web Site 



727 



The Promoter Registers, 
If Already Not a 
System User 



731 



Either Creates an 
Event Entry or Edits 
an Existing Event 



733 



When Satisfied I Confirms 
Creation of New Event or 
Changing of Existing Event 



735 



Event Record is Computer 
Analyzed to See if It Should 
be Reviewed by a Human Editor 



Human 
Review 



737 



Successful Event Records 
are Added to the Event 
Database for Future Matching 
to Customer's Profiles 



t 

Fig. 7C 
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User Profile - Interest Sheet 
(Traveling) 



1 .What is the Zip Code of your destination? 
All 9 digits Please. 

2. If you would like the same information that 
you receive for your tiome, check here and 
jump to question 7. 

Otherwise fill out a new traveling profile 

3. Are you interested in local activities? 

a. Local community Theater? 

b. Live Music? 

c. Local Clubs? 

d. Local Movies? 

4. Are you interested in children's activities? 

Which Hours would you like to designate? 

JSP 



□ 
□ 

□ 



5. Are you interested in Sporting Events? 

If yes, what geographical radius, (m miles) 
would you like to cover? 

a. High School? 
radius? 



□ 



b. Cdfege? 
radius? 



c. Professional? 
radius? 



6. Are you interested in web telecasts? 



7. Are you interested in the weater forcast? 



□ 



00 01 eg 03 04 05 06 07 OS 09 10 11 12 13 U 15 16 17 18 19 2 0 21 22 23 24 



Monday 
Tuesda/ 
Wednesday 
Thursd^ 

Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 



■ 

i 
















































1 

r 

i 
















































































































































• 

h- 
















































1 

I 














































— ^ 


t 

i 
f 














































1 



7*.Specrnc Television Information 



a. What are the specific television networks you are interested in? #1 



b. Are there types of movies that you would like information on that fall- 
outside your designated time frame? 

i. Drama? 

ii. Romance? 

iii. Action? 

iv. Comedy? 



-.#4. 



^#5 



c. Are there any sports teams that you would like to have a schedule for? #1 



^#2 



8.** Please establish vour deliven^ schedule for this traveling Activity Qiiiri<= > (Thfe xiun«.irt . 
include dates of travel) 



Fig. 8 
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